Experimental Photographer

Japan



What is an experimental photographer?

I'm an experimental photographer,
meaning that | take photos while con-
ducting various experiments.

The purpose of these experiments is
to take photographs that have never
been seen before, and to convey how
interesting photography can be.

There are three aspects of photogra-
phy that are essential to my process of
creating images...accident, discovery,
and analog.

"Accident” encompasses the acci-
dentality of photographs.

“Discovery” means to discover small
things that have always been close to
us.

And "Analog” refers to the analog ex
pression which can't be expressed
digitally .

| have invented the “shaking amplifica-
tion device” to correspond to the acci-
dentality of the photograph. | shoot

while shaking the camera with this
device.

| used to just shake my hand to take
blurry photos, but | invented this de-
vice to make it impossible to control
the movement.

| use this device to take photos of fa-
mous sightseeing spots in Tokyo.

For example, | took this photo at the
Shibuya intersection. It's the most
crowded intersection in Japan.

Normally, people take photos that fit
with their image of what the sightsee-
ing spot should look like.

However, this device breaks down
such preconceived images and show
us another aspect of the familiar sight.
The purpose of this project isn't just to
take abstract photos, but to add the
element of the accidental to my intent
as a photographer.

| also want to make the viewer's imag-
ination work in order to appreciate the
blurred subject.

Next, | will show you a photograph
with the theme of discovery.

What do you think this photo looks
like?

This is actually a molehill.

It gets its shape from erosion by rain.

| shot this from the bottom so that this
small pile looks large, like a mountain
range.

| want to discover the universe close
to me. And | want to convey the plea-
sures of having a “sense of wonder.”

My last point is shooting with analog
representation.

This is a device called the Soratama
that | invented. You can take photos
like these with it.

Soratama means aerial ball. | commer-
cialized the Soratama, and there are
many Soratama enthusiasts around

the world.

This is a handmade kaleidoscope.
When you shoot with this kaleido-
scope, you can take photos like this.

You can achieve similar effects to the
Soratama and the kaleidoscope by us-
ing Photoshop.

But analog nuances can't be created
digitally.

| hope to convey how to enjoy basic
photographs with such analog tech-
nigues.



Shaking Amplification Device

Shibuya intersection, Shibuya

This is a series of shoots across famous sightseeing spots in Tokyo using the
“Shaking amplification device” Normally, people take photos that fit with their
image of what a sightseeing spot should look like. However, this device breaks
down those preconceived images and shows us another aspect of these familiar
sights. The purpose of this project isn't just to take abstract photos, but to add
the element of the accidental to my intent as a photographer. | also want to
make the viewer’s imagination work in order to appreciate the blurred subject.
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Shaking Amplification Device

Tokyo Skytree, Sumida



ZEN'S PLANET

Death Star, Manhole cover Toxic jungle, Moss

This is a series that shoots other worlds or universes close to us. The important
thing in this series is “discovery” | carefully explore nearby places and discover = : ;
things that | have not noticed before. The point of this series is to find something Ice Planet, Icefall Great Cliff, Stairway
in a familiar place, rather than going out in search of a superb view. And it's the
goal of this series not just to show my photographs but to convey the fun of
discovery.

the Mole Mountains, Mole hil Fall Planet, Fallen leaves
Quail egg, Before Quail egg, After



Soratama

Flamingo, Tobu zoo park

Soratama is a filter that | invented in 2009, meaning “aerial ball”’ By using a filter
attached with a transparent sphere, you can take photos of the transparent
sphere floating in the air. The point is to be able to simultaneously capture the
inside and outside scenes of the ball in one frame. The inside of the ball is upside
down. | designed this filter to get analog effects, not digital effects. | am also
confining my beloved things in this ball.

Sky and clouds, Hokkaido

Handmade Soratama Soratama 72, ZENJIX

Goldfish, Tokyo Kamo-gawa River, Kyoto



Kaleidograph

| devised this system to take photos with a kaleidoscope. First, | enlarged the
eyepiece to make it easier to shoot. Then it became possible to use it outdoors
by attaching a kaleidoscope directly to the lens. Kaleidoscopes can create acci-
dental patterns that you would not imagine. Also, by using a real mirror, it is
possible to obtain analog effects such as pattern shifts and changes in bright-
ness.

Handmade Kaleidoscope



Handmade lens
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| used to shoot with a film camera, but after moving to a digital camera, | began
to use the digital camera for analog representation. | also started using hand-
made lenses to realize it. With the lens of toy binoculars, you can take photos of
analog depictions that cannot be done in Photoshop. This lens gives a strange
nuance to familiar sights.

Handmade lens Fold black paper




EXhibition Zenji Uehara
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ZEN LABO Soratama
https://zeniji.info/ https://soratama.org/

Mail: zenjiue@gmail.com Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/zenji.uehara



